
In this month's newsletter, you'll find all the information you need to
know for both World Equestrian Center locations in November.

Watch Us Grow

Joining the World Equestrian Center – Ocala campus in the spring of 2024, The
Riding Academy Hotel will offer nearly 400 additional suites to visitors looking to stay
on-site and experience what has often been called “Disneyland for horse lovers.”

While not a five-star experience like The Equestrian Hotel, guests will feel right at
home in The Riding Academy Hotel, which offers many similarities to its luxurious
sister hotel on property while embracing a unique identity of its own. Guests can
enjoy access to The Equestrian Hotel amenities and the entire property, just steps
away. 

Learn More
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New renderings highlight the exciting construction of the UF Health Family Medicine
Center and Ralph L. Roberts Office Building as part of the numerous upgrades to the

WEC – Ocala facility.

Get Ready for the Longines League of Nations™

The North American qualifier of the Longines Leagues of Nations™ will be held at
World Equestrian Center – Ocala from March 19 to 23, 2024.

Read More

November Event Calendar

World Equestrian Center – Ocala:

From November 24 – December 23 at World Equestrian Center – Ocala, there will be
a $10 parking fee per vehicle from Monday through Thursday and a $30 parking fee
per vehicle on Friday through Sunday, applicable from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. during the
WEC Winter Wonderland event. Additional information can be found
at https://www.wecwinterwonderland.com.

The Annual School Choice and Community Resource Expo: November 9 – Marion
County Public Schools (MCPS) hosts this event in Expo Center 2 for families to
explore the Magnet and Career Academy educational options available to MCPS
students. Magnet schools at the elementary, middle and high school levels will be on
hand for a one-stop shopping experience. Various community resource partners will
also be present for this free event. No registration is necessary.

Learn More

Ocala Holiday Craft Show: November 18-19 – Start holiday shopping early at the
2023 Ocala Holiday Craft Show taking place in Expo Center 1. With more than 300
exhibitors, local and regional artisans will showcase unique handmade gifts for
purchase, including holiday decorations, hand-blown glass, ceramics, jewelry, folk
crafts, clothing and more. 

General Admission: $7.00
Senior Admission (60+): $6.00
12 and under: free

Buy Tickets

21st Annual Fiddler’s Turkey Run: November 23-25 – Come and watch the largest
paying barrel racing event in the Southeast taking place in Arena 5. This event has
become a Thanksgiving tradition for many in the barrel racing community. Spectators
are welcome. 

Learn More

Arabian and Half-Arabian Holiday Festival/Keystone Horse Show: November 23-26 –
The Arabian and Half-Arabian Holiday Festival will feature halter, performance,
academy, dressage and Keystone Experience including ambassador horses, family
activities and interactive opportunities. There is no charge for admission or parking.

Learn More

Thanksgiving 2023 To-Go Meals: November 23 – Make more time for celebration with
Thanksgiving dinner to go. Pick up a traditional holiday meal on Thanksgiving Day
and add on holiday favorites like wine and charcuterie. 

Order Your Meal

Thanksgiving Buffet at Stirrups Restaurant: November 23 – Enjoy a taste of home
this year with Thanksgiving dinner from the kitchen at Stirrups. Make a reservation for
an elevated Thanksgiving buffet on the terrace. There will be no regular dinner
service. Reservations are required for four seatings at 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. or 6:30
p.m. 

Reserve Your Table

Winter Wonderland: November 24-December 23 – Enjoy the lights each evening plus
weekend entertainment and festivities every Friday through Sunday leading up to
Christmas Eve. With more than one million twinkling lights, Winter Wonderland
promises to bring merriment and cheer to all. The halls of the WEC Grand Plaza will
be decked with spectacular show-stopping features for the season, including a walk-
through Christmas tree, lighted horse-drawn carriage and plenty of splendid holiday
decor. Meet the real Santa Claus at this family-friendly event and enjoy festive
weekend entertainment including a full rotation of singers, face painters, balloon
artists and cheery caricaturists. Many special events are planned throughout the
month-long celebration. Don’t miss the heartwarming and ever-popular breakfast with
Santa event on the terrace, Tinsel Trot 5K run under the lights and special holiday
performances to get in the spirit of the season!

Learn More

Black Friday Sip and Shop: November 24 – Spend Black Friday enjoying selections
from Washington’s 14 Hands Winery as you shop at World Equestrian Center. Visit
more than 30 retailers carrying everything from country-chic home goods to
equestrian performance gear while you sample complimentary wine and enjoy the
lights and entertainment of Winter Wonderland. Wine samples are for guests 21+ with
valid ID.

Save the Dates:

Passport to Champagne: December 15 – Passport to Champagne is the fourth and
final event in the 2023 Stirrups Wine Series presented by Wheels Up. Enjoy the
tastes of France's iconic Champagne region and sample sparkling wine from around
the globe as you explore the cuisine and culture on the terrace under the holiday
lights.

Buy Tickets

All for the Horses Expo: March 22-24, 2024 – The All for the Horses Expo, an all-
equine industry tradeshow, is returning for its second year with an expanded
schedule of events and a larger selection of equestrian and lifestyle vendors. General
admission and parking for the Expo will be free for all attendees. The All for the
Horses Expo will be held during the finale week of the 2024 Winter Spectacular Show
Series, which hosts thousands of horses and riders in the hunter, jumper, and
equitation disciplines.

Vendors interested in attending in 2024 are encouraged to apply soon as spaces will
fill quickly. Vendors from every aspect and discipline of the equestrian industry are
welcome. For pre-registration, vendor application or additional information, contact
AllForTheHorses@wec.net. 

Vendor Application

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington:

Create Your Turkey: November 11 – Trot over to the Paddock Club from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. for a fun day of arts and crafts, including creating your own turkey.

Thanksgiving Trivia: November 17 – Show off what you know about Thanksgiving in
the Paddock Club with a fun night of trivia. 

Sack Races: November 18 – Head down to the Sanctuary warm-up ring immediately
following the conclusion of the grand prix for sack races.

Monthly Event Calendar

Competition Calendar
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World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2023 Midwest Indoors Dates

Midwest Indoors I: November 8-12 USEF
Premier/Level 4 Jumpers
Midwest Indoors II: November 15-19
USEF Premier/Level 4 Jumpers
Winter Classic 1: November 29-
December 3 USEF Premier/Level 4
Jumpers

Midwest Indoors Prize List

2024 Winter in the Midwest Dates

Winter Classic 2: December 6-10 
Winter Classic 3: December 13-17
Winter Classic 4: January 3-7 
Winter Classic 5: January 10-14
Winter Classic 6: January 17-21
Winter Classic 7: January 24-28
Winter Classic 8: January 31-February 4
Winter Classic 9: February 7-11
Winter Classic 10: February 14-18
Winter Classic 11: February 21-25
Winter Classic 12: February 28-March 3
Winter Classic Spring Forward: March 6-
10
Winter Classic 14: March 13-17
Winter Classic 15: March 20-24
Winter Classic 17: April 3-7
Winter Classic 18: April 12-16

Winter in the Midwest Prize List
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World Equestrian Center – Ocala

2023 November and December Show
Series Dates

November I: November 8-12
November II: November 15-19

December I: December 5-10 CSI3*
December II: December 12-17 CSI3*

November Prize List

December Prize List

2024 Winter Spectacular Show Series
Dates

Winter Spectacular I: January 3-7
Winter Spectacular II: January 10-14 
Winter Spectacular III: January 17-21 
Winter Spectacular IV: January 24-28 
Winter Spectacular V: January 31-
February 4 
Winter Spectacular VI: February 7-11 
Winter Spectacular VII: February 13-18
CSI3* 
Winter Spectacular VIII: February 20-25
CSI3* 
Winter Spectacular IX: February 27-
March 3 CSI3*
Winter Spectacular X: March 5-10
CSI4*/2*
Winter Spectacular XI: March 13-17 
Winter Spectacular XII: March 20-24
CSIO5*

Winter Spectacular Prize List

WEC – Ocala 2023 Dressage Schedule

October 21-22 – USEF/USDF competition
November 16-19 – CDI3* and USEF/USDF competition
December 7-10 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition

November and December Grand Prix Dining Experience at
World Equestrian Center – Ocala

World Equestrian Center – Ocala invites equestrian fans to enjoy an exquisite dining
experience under the stars every Saturday night at The Grand Prix Dining Experience
presented by Wheels Up during the 2023 Ocala November and December Series,
running for four weeks from November 8-19 and December 6-17.

Starting at 7 p.m., savor the thrill of top-level show jumping action from the most
exclusive seats in the house. Revel in the excitement of Saturday night grand prix
events from the terrace of The Equestrian Hotel while delighting in a sumptuous
three-course chef dinner, and enjoy complimentary beer and wine throughout the
evening. Availability is limited, so click the button below to secure your table today! 

The grand prix schedule includes:

November 11: $100,000 Coca-Cola Beverages Florida Grand Prix
November 18: $100,000 Hampton Green Farms Grand Prix
December 9: $150,000 Lugano Diamonds Grand Prix FEI CSI3*
December 16: $150,000 Florida Coast Equipment Grand Prix FEI CSI3*

Purchase Tickets

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington Costume Class

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington celebrated Halloween in style during the 2023
Fall Classic Series. Take a look back at some of the most memorable horse-and-rider
costumes.
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Sponsor of the Month: Kraft Horse Walker

Kraft Horse Walker manufactures all types of horse walkers with modern equipment
and professional know-how. The company began in Germany in 1995, and expanded
to the United States in 2001. Since that time, the company has continued to develop
high-quality walkers and equine exercise equipment that customers trust. The
company’s success can be attributed to its trusting, long-term relationships with its
customers. Due to the company’s quality customer service based on honesty and
integrity, it has become an international source for horse training information and
equipment.

Learn More

Vendor Spotlight: 2nd Round Equestrian

2nd Round Equestrian is an English consignment shop offering a wide range of
apparel and tack for riders of all levels. After operating as an online store serving the
local Columbus, OH, community, 2nd Round Equestrian opened at World Equestrian
Center – Wilmington as the first consignment shop at the location. 

The company also launched 1st Round Equestrian, its line of NEW products for the
rider, horse and dog, including a “pampered equestrian” section with essential oils,
muscle and foot soaks, heated slippers and more. 

Learn More

UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center – Ocala
Offers Equine Rehabilitative Services

The equine veterinarians at the UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center –
Ocala offer world-class care, are board-certified in equine sports medicine and
rehabilitation, are well-versed in the demands of each individual sport horse and can
provide a range of rehabilitative treatments and programs to ensure your horse
performs or recovers at its best.

Learn More

World Equestrian Center in the News

Horse Sport Horse Sport

Northstar Meetings Group Ocala StarBanner

Travel + Leisure Travel Lens

WEC Social Media Memories

Remember to tag World Equestrian Center and use #worldequestriancenter on
all of your WEC social media posts!

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Justin Garner 
justin.garner@wec.net
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